THE INCENTIVE FM SURREY KO COMPETITION

R U L E S 2009/2010 

1. The competitions shall be called the “Incentive FM Surrey Cup”, “Incentive FM Surrey Trophy”, “Incentive FM Surrey Shield”, “Incentive FM Surrey Bowl”    (hereafter referred to as the “Competition”).  

2. The Competition shall take the form of “knockout” matches played under the Laws of Rugby Union Football.

3. The Competition shall be administered by the Surrey County RFUL Competitions Sub-Committee (hereafter referred to as the “Sub-Committee”) who shall be the sole adjudicators in cases of dispute.

4. In 2009/10 the ‘Competition Secretary’ is Geoff Austin, 97 Clifton Road, Kingston, Surrey KT2 6PL, Geoff.Austin@ukgateway.net, 07850 068409. 

5. Eligibility of Players
A Club in a Competition match may play, or select as a replacement, only players who hold on the date of the match effective registration for that Club in accordance with the RFU Registration of Players Regulations in force at the time of the match. However as an exception a Club may select up to 2 players who are not registered with that Club, and not registered with any other club, as long as those players participate in only one match in the Competition unless they then become registered. The only exception to this rule is that Mayfair Occasionals RFC may only select players who are members of the Mayfair Occasionals RFC  and not registered with any RFU club.

6. Organisation of Matches
(a)
In rounds other than the final, the Club drawn first in each match shall be considered to be the home team, and shall be responsible for organisation of the match which, unless otherwise mutually agreed, shall be played on the ground of such home team. The winning Club’s representative shall register the result with the Competition Secretary immediately after completion of the match.  It is the home Club’s responsibility to make sure a referee from London Society of Rugby Football Union Referees is appointed and confirmed for the game.  Failure to do so will result in forfeiture of the game.

All matches shall be played on the dates specified at the home club’s ‘normal’ afternoon kick-off time.  Should both clubs agree the ties may be played prior to the allocated date or at any time over the weekend of the allocated date, subject to prior notification to the Competition Secretary’

(b)
In the semi-finals the Club drawn first shall be considered to be the home team and shall be responsible, in collaboration with the Sub-Committee, for the organisation and proper promotion of the match which, unless otherwise mutually agreed, shall be played on the ground of that home Club. (In case of dispute, the match shall be played on the ground selected by the Sub-Committee).

7. The Final
(a) The match shall be organised by the Sub-Committee and played on a ground selected by it. In 2009-10 that is expected to be on Sunday 2nd May at Imber Court.

(b) Finance – there shall be a minimum charge for admission (including the supply of a match programme) of £5.00 for adults (over 16 years of age).  All spectators (including members and patrons of both Clubs and of Surrey County RFUL) must be charged the advertised price.

9.
Drawn Matches 

(a) In all rounds, except the final, if after 40 minutes of play each way the scores are equal, there shall be an immediate period of replay between the same teams of 10 minutes each way, with a one minute interval. The side that kicked off at the start of the match will kick off the first period of extra time, playing in the same direction as the kick off at the start of the game. If the scores are then still equal, the team that has scored more tries shall go forward into the next round.  If this does not produce a result, the team that has scored more goals from tries goes forward.  If this does not produce a result the visiting team shall go forward into the next round.

(b) In the final, if after 40 minutes of play each way the scores are equal, there shall be an immediate period of replay of 10 minutes each way between the same teams, with a one minute interval. The side that kicked off at the start of the match will kick off the first period of extra time, playing in the same direction as the kick off at the start of the game.  If the scores are then still equal, the team that has scored more tries shall be the winner.  If this does not produce a result, the team that has scored more goals from tries shall be the winner. The Sub-Committee reserve the right to change this regulation at any time prior to the Final.

If a result is still not achieved, play shall continue for periods of ten minutes each way, without interval, until a score occurs. The team which scores first shall be declared the winner.

10.
Referees and Touch Judges
(a) Referees shall be appointed by the London Society of Rugby Football Union Referees on behalf of the Sub-Committee.

(b) Touch Judges for the semi-final and final rounds shall be appointed by the London Society of Rugby Football Union Referees, when the RFU Resolution relating to the power of touch judges to intervene in the event of foul play shall apply.  In other rounds, each competing Club shall provide a Touch Judge, unless the London Society of Rugby Football Union Referees chooses to provide them.

11.
Replacements

Replacement of injured players and substitutes will be permitted in accordance with the IRB Laws of the game. In all games each team will be permitted 3 replacements and each squad must contain 4 players capable, according to IRB regulations, of playing in the Front Row. The Sub-Committee may vary this rule at their discretion.

12.
Clash of Colours

In the event of Clubs having similar or clashing colours, the home team will be responsible for changing its colours.  (For the final, the side whose full club name is alphabetically placed first shall be considered to be the home side. They will be notified one week before the final by the Sub-Committee if they are required to change their colours.)

13.
Postponed and Abandoned Matches

If ground or weather conditions as agreed by the two captains prevent a match being played, or a match has to be abandoned at any time before full-time, unless otherwise directed by the Sub-Committee it shall be played before the date of the next round on a day to be agreed between the two Clubs concerned or, failing agreement, as directed by the Sub-Committee.

Where the two captains are unable to agree on the fitness of the pitch, the decision shall be made by the appointed referee.  If several matches have to be postponed, necessitating re-scheduling of later rounds, the Sub-Committee shall immediately give written notification of the new date(s) to the affected Clubs.

14.
Grounds

(a) A home Club is responsible for correctly marking its pitch and it must make proper provision to ensure that (with the exception of Touch Judges) all spectators, replacements and officials are kept at a reasonable distance from the field of play.

(b) When a late decision as to the fitness of a ground for the playing of a match is necessary, it shall be made by the respective Captains of the Clubs involves, but if the Captains are not able to agree, the decision shall be made by the appointed Referee.

(c) A late decision is defined as one that is made after 9.00 a.m. on the day specified for the match.

15.
Cancellation of Matches
If any participating Club cancels a Competition Match arranged for the specified date without giving sufficient reason to the Sub-Committee, the offending Club shall be disqualified from the Competition for the current season, shall become liable for the costs incurred in staging the match, and may not be invited to participate in future Competitions.

8. Disputes and Appeals
In the event of any breach of regulation the Competition Secretary’ will rule on the outcome of any dispute.


The Competition Secretary’’s decision can be appealed by any party effected to the Sub Committee within 7 days of his decision. 


E mail is an acceptable method of communication both of the outcome and of any appeal.


A further appeal is possible to the Surrey Management Committee by writing to the Counties Secretary.


A final appeal process is available via the London DOC and ultimately the RFU. Details are available on request.
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