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         SURREY SCHOOLS R.F.U.
HONORARY SECRETARY’S REPORT 2008/2009
This season has been another success for Surrey, the county sides have performed well, the Surrey 7’s competitions all took place, there has been success at Division and England, the number of volunteers has increased and there has been growth in the State School Competitions.
New Affiliations:
Freemantles School – Mayford Green

Honeywell School - Battersea

Sutton Grammar - Sutton

Kings College - Guildford

St Philips School - Chessington
Surrey Competitions:
Following my request from last year there a greater compliance with RFU regulations and there has been a growth in the number of Plate, Shield and Bowl finals being played. Speaking to masters who are not from Major Rugby Playing Schools this will only help to grow the game in these schools. We are grateful to Wimbledon College who organised an Under 12 7’s Competition for the first time this season. We do need to look at the venue and possible format of the Under 11 Festival, this has previously been held at Cranmore School, who have now informed us that they may not be able to do so in future. Might I suggest that the format is changed to 7-a-side and it being held at one of our Major Rugby Playing Schools. 

The Surrey Senior 7’s was again a tremendous success and we are grateful of the support received from the Daily Mail and their co-sponsors the RBS and in particular Hamish Webb. This was the final season for Pat Lavery and Colin Holman, the good news is that, Gary Dibden, has already started planning for next season.
We were unable to organise the Girls 7-a-side tournament due to lack of numbers, but we will be running this next season and we will be inviting girls’ teams from our neighbouring CSU’s.

The previously known G4Securicor State School Competition organised and run by Mitcham has grown in numbers this season and has been split into two separate leagues, Merton & Sutton and Croydon, with the winners of each league having a final Play Off. This is the last season that Damian Brady will be managing this league and we are grateful for all the work he has undertaken in this role.
Congratulations to John Fisher who were named as the Evening Standard Team of the Season.

Daily Mail Cup/Vase:

There has been success yet again in the Daily Mail RBS competition:

Under 18 Cup Semi Finals – John Fisher lost to Truro College in a penalty shootout.

Under 18 Vase Quarter Finals – Caterham School lost to Giggleswick School.

Under 15 Vase Quarter Finals – KCS Wimbledon lost to Newquay Tretheras. 

Representative Rugby:
Under 18’s:

The Under 18’s improved on last season, assisted by a warm up game v Essex. They played some good rugby and posted some of the best scores from this season’s inter-Divisional games.

Sussex


Won

26-10
Kent


Won

31-0

Middlesex

Won

41-17
As a result of these games 8 Surrey players were invited to trial for London & S.E., and with one player being parachuted from the England Under 18 group, 5 Surrey players represented London & S.E. at the Divisional Festival.
Six players from Surrey went on to play for England in the AER and 5 Home Unions squads:
England AER


Will Collier – Cranleigh School






Josh Elliott – Dulwich College

Matt Keyte – Dulwich College
England 5 Home Unions
Sam Edgerley – Wellington College






Joe Trayfoot – Epsom College
Marcus Watson – St George’s College

The following players were invited to train with the 5 Nations Squad as part of their future development:

Sam Northcote-Green - Dulwich College
Toby Quarendon - Cranleigh School

Additionally:



Romania Under 18

Edy Peglau – Whitgift School
Additionally congratulations to Fred Batchelor who has succeeded Peter Vernon as Chairman London & S.E. Under 18 Division.
Under 17’s:
This is a difficult year to maintain as it does not have the same purpose or completion of the other representative year groups. However, it is important in the preparation for the Under 18 group. The Youth Structured Season has also restricted this age group to just the two county games. 
Essex


Won

22-15
Sussex


Lost

12-21
Under 16’s:

Although there were 120 nominated players for the trial only 88 attended, this makes the preparation and the running of the trial very near impossible, especially when those not attending are from the critical front five positions.
Sussex

Won

17-15
Middlesex
Won

17-0
Kent

Won

17-7
Thirteen players were invited to the London & S.E. Trials, with a further four on standby. Nine players represented Surrey in the Divisional Festival. Eventually after many trials and selection four Surrey players gained England National recognition at this age range:
England Under 16

Elliott Daly – Whitgift School




Kyle Sinkler – Graveney School





Alex Stout – RGS Guildford
England Under 16 A

Ben Axten-Burrett – John Fisher School
However additionally:



Scotland Under 17

Ben Francis – Epsom College



U.S.A. Under 17

Flynn Thomas – ACS Cobham







Sean Herbert – ACS Cobham
Under 15’s:

Due to the poor weather experienced over the trial periods, difficulties were experienced in reducing the nominations to a manageable size. The final squad disposition was as follows:

	Trial Position
	Total
	Club
	Edu’l
	SoR
	Devel’t

	Loose Head Prop
	2
	
	
	
	2

	Hooker
	2
	
	2
	
	

	Tight Head Prop
	2
	
	2
	
	

	Locks
	3
	1
	1
	
	1

	Open Side Flanker
	2
	
	2
	
	

	Blind Side Flanker
	1
	
	1
	
	

	No. 8
	2
	
	
	2
	

	Scrum Half
	2
	
	1
	1
	

	Outside half
	2
	
	1
	1
	

	Left Wing
	1
	
	1
	
	

	Inside Centre
	1
	
	
	1
	

	Outside Centre
	2
	
	
	2
	

	Right Wing
	2
	1
	
	1
	

	Full back
	2
	
	1
	1
	

	
	26
	2
	12
	9
	3

	
	134
	37
	61
	20
	16


Kent


Won

32-10
Sussex


Won

29-17
Eastern Counties
Won

42-12
South West 12’s
Winners
London & S.E. 12’s
Joint Winners
Development:
Sussex


Won

24-17
Fixtures for 2009-2010 are attached for your information.
Congratulations must also be given to the Surrey Under 19 7’s squad, who led by Adrian Norris, won the Carrickfergus Under 20 Cup, and also won the National (Wheatsheaf) Under 19 Competition.
Nominations:

2006/7


2007/8


2008/9
Under 15

159


103


146
Under 16

117


85


120
Under 17

60


51


65
Under 18

88


95


85
There have been problems in all age groups with the lack of quality in No 9’s, 10’s and 15’s, this has been replicated at Under 18 Divisional level. This season as well, the fitness of players was of concern and taking into account how short the County season at Under 16 and Under 18 is, we do not have the time to address this aspect of the players’ game.

We are very grateful to all those who assist in the trials and to those schools who have been able to host the trials.
Surrey Harlequin School of Rugby:

The running of the Surrey Harlequin School of Rugby has been smoother this season with the appointment of a Surrey SoR Manager. There is discussion on changing the timing of the training evenings to fall more in line with school holidays and reducing the mid-term sessions.

This season saw the introduction of an SoR Academy 12’s, this was played in two venues over the last weekend of the season. As the attendees of the SoR are selected on ability and not position, it was necessary for the Harlequin SoR to borrow players from the County squad. Concerns have been expressed as to the suitability of this event and the raising of players and parents aspirations.
ERFSU:

This season sees the retirement of Eric Blackman as President of the ERFSU, we wish him all the best in his retirement.  This retirement has enabled the ERFSU to look at its own structure in comparison with the RFU and it has been accepted that the role of President be split into two, one a President and the other an Executive Chairman. There are four nominations for President and our own Fred Batchelor has been nominated as Executive Chairman.

The ERFSU subscription for Member schools for this coming season will be for senior schools £20.00, and for junior schools £15.00.

There have been a number of initiatives this season:

· ERFSU Play On Tour –engaged each CB locally and re-emphasised the joint approach, whilst providing information on the Play On campaign, specifically the Pathfinder scheme.  
· A Support Pack for County Schools Unions has been produced enabling Schools Unions to benefit from Methods of Good Practice from other Counties.

· A new pamphlet “Join The Team” has been produced with inserts specific to each County Schools Union, these are sent out to all new enquires for affiliation to the ERFSU.
· Affiliation & Benefits – all schools now receive the benefit of having their contact insurance included in their membership.

· Volunteer Investment Programme – 12 guests of the ERFSU were invited to Schools Day where they were presented with their certificates and ties. Paddy O’Doherty was nominated by Surrey.
· Value the Volunteer – prior to the England v France International a cold buffet and drinks were provided to members in the car park. It is intended that this should be continued next season, one prior to an autumn international and again prior to one of the 6 Nation matches.

· Discounted Twickenham Tickets – member schools have already started to receive the benefit of discounted tickets. Participants in the HSBC rugby festivals were supplied with complimentary tickets to Schools Day.

· ERFSU presence on RugbyFirst – this is now established and will be improved and updated as required.

· Rugby Coach – is to be made available by e-mail to all new member schools as from the start of the 2009/2010 season.

As well as the above;

· Resource for Teachers – work has been started on a Schools resource pack similar in concept to the CSU guidance pack, but web based.
A reminder that it is necessary that all competitions/festivals run by Schools need to have gained the permission from their County Schools Union prior to taking place. This is to ensure amongst others that the following are taken into consideration:

· Not over playing of players.

· Adherence to RFU playing regulations.

· Suitable welfare plan

· Discipline reporting

· Risk assessment
RFU:

Economic Situation
i.      The economic situation has continued to worsen.
ii.     Hospitality sales for the Six Matches are down approximately 30% against budget.
iii.    Conference & banqueting sales in the new South Stand facilities remain above budget and public sales on match days have been strong.

iv.   The contracting of EPS members by French Clubs is a matter of significant concern as the French Clubs are not party to the player release and welfare issues covered under the PRL Agreement. 
RWC 2015 Tender Process

The Rugby Football Union (RFU) has confirmed that it will submit a bid to the International Rugby Board (IRB) to host the 2015 Rugby World Cup.

The bid includes games at the biggest and best stadia in England and Wales venues like Twickenham, Wembley, Old Trafford and the Millennium Stadium.
International Tickets

Council approved the recommendation that the ticket prices for the A Grade matches in 2009/2010. These are the games against New Zealand (in the Autumn) and the games against Wales and Ireland (in the Six Nations) should remain unchanged:

	 
	2008/09
	2009/10

	Premium
	£85
	£85

	Category 1
	£71
	£71

	Category 2
	£60
	£60

	Category 3
	£52
	£52

	Category 4
	£41
	£41


In the Autumn of 2009 England will play home matches against:

· Fiji

· Argentina

· New Zealand

And in the 2010 Six Nations, England will host:

· Ireland

· Wales
RBS 6 Nations Championship 2010 Fixture Schedule:

Saturday 06 February

14:30 – Ireland v Italy

17:00 – England v Wales

Sunday 07 February

15:00 – Scotland v France

Saturday 13 February

14:00 – Wales v Scotland

17:30 – France v Ireland

Sunday 14 February

15:30 – Italy v England

Friday 26 February

20:00 – Wales v France

Saturday 27 February

14:30 – Italy v Scotland

16:00 – England v Ireland

Saturday 13 March

14:30 - Ireland v Wales

17:00 – Scotland v England

Sunday 14 March

15:30 - France v Italy

Saturday 20 March

14:30 – Wales v Italy

17:00 - Ireland v Scotland

20:45 – France v England

NB: All times are local.

Vetting & Barring Scheme
There is increasing concern at the RFU about the impact of the Government’s ‘safeguarding’ legislation on the delivery of schools and youth rugby. This legislation makes it a criminal offence to employ a volunteer who has contact with children and who is not CRB checked.
Preparations are underway. Training dates and venues for CBs and Welfare Managers are now set.   Club guidance notes are being prepared. However the implementation date has been pushed back a year to autumn 2010.
Play On
i. Nationally 900 Pathfinders have been recruited out of a target of 1,380.

ii. Regional Development Officers and CBs have organised over 300 events to promote the Play On campaign.

iii. 3,100 players have attended College and University retention events.

General:

It was disappointing to have to cancel the Primary & Preparatory Schools Development day but with only six places booked, there was no other recourse available, one would have hoped for more candidates especially as 38 had indicated their initial support for this initiative.
There will be a Rugby Teacher’s Development day at St John’s Leatherhead on 25th June 2009.
The Surrey Coaching & Referee Development Committee has requested that there is a representative from the Schools Union
Future Opportunities:

I reiterate my wish from last year in that the Surrey Schools Union and the Major Rugby Playing Schools need to encourage and embrace those schools who are trying to develop their rugby. Whether this is by providing the facilities or providing meaningful competition.
With this in mind, I will, this coming season, be conducting an audit of our member schools to establish what is being achieved at a local level, including School/Club links.
And finally:
This year sees the retirement of two stalwarts from Surrey Schools Rugby, Pat Liddiard – John Fisher and Pat Lavery – Caterham, who has probably had the best send off a rugby master would wish for in the success of Caterham 1st XV this season. We wish them both all the best in their retirement.
This year sees Fred Batchelor elected as President of the Senior Union, and it is hoped that as many members of the Schools Union will be able to attend the AGM of the Senior Union on the 22nd July at Old Freemen’s.

Mark Lowe

Honorary Secretary 10th May 2009
