Rosslyn Park launches War Memorial Tour
On 22nd October 2009, Rosslyn Park's U15 Youth rugby team inaugurated an exchange partnership with RCC Compiegne, France, site of the Armistice signing on 11th November 1918. This first tour, supported by the Lefevre Trust, honoured the fallen members of both clubs, and launched an appeal for funds for a new War Memorial at Rosslyn Park.
Rosslyn Park FC was founded in 1879. In the Great War of 1914-18, rugby players were quick to set a 'glorious example', with tragic results.  This amateur sporting club from South West London lost over 70 members, and 80+ wounded, a remarkably high toll of casualties for a single club. 350 members served in the War and decorations included 2 Victoria Crosses, 11 DSOs and 63 Military Crosses. Of the 30 players who took the field in the last rugby International of 1914, 11 were later killed, of which 3 – Harrison and Dingle for England and de Beyssac for France - were Rosslyn Park players
Since that era, Park has moved its ground and clubhouse to its present home in Roehampton, London.  A lost generation of rugby-playing soldiers, sailors and airmen are remembered in their home towns, or where they fell on the field of battle, but they have no fitting memorial at the Club they represented on the sporting field. 

Almost a century later, we are launching an appeal to honour the memory of those Rosslyn Park fallen with a new clubhouse memorial. The U15 team visited the battlefields of the Somme, played games against hosts RC Compiegne and were guests of owner Max Guazzini at the Stade Francais v Perpignan game at the Stade de France where they were afforded a lap of honour in front of 80,000 spectators.
Future exchanges will build a lasting friendship between the clubs and provide new chances for young French and English players to meet in some corner of a foreign field, enjoy a game of rugby, and remember those players who made the greatest sacrifice of all. 
Please visit www.rugbyremembers.co.uk  We hope that you will be touched by the story of these brave young men who left the field of play never to return. Please consider becoming a supporter and help us ensure that they are not forgotten.
For more information email enquiry@rugbyremembers.co.uk 

