Michael Craven  5/11/1943 – 15/07/2010
Thursday the 15th of July 2010 saw the sad passing of Mick Craven, one of the stalwarts of Kingston RFC, following a year long battle against cancer. Mick was born on the fifth of November 1943 in York. He moved to the South of England following the completion of an Art Degree in Liverpool and lived in the Kingston area for more than 40 years, teaching art to children with Special Needs. Despite the length of time he lived down South, he never forgot his Northern roots of which he was very proud. Mick joined Kingston RFC in 1968 when the Club was based at the Swan pub in Hampton Wick and played its matches in Home Park.

When the Club moved to its present site at Hook in 1969, Mick along with many others, gave up his time to labour on the grounds and clubhouse to lay the foundations of what we have today. Over the years, Mick gave so much of himself to Kingston RFC. Mick soon became interested in the general running of the Club. In 1973 he took over the Colts XV as the experienced player, - that was allowed in those days! Later he became the first Club Captain, when a change was made to include this appointment in addition to 1st XV Captain. He had played for all of the sides throughout the Club, and was the Club’s Schools Liaison Officer for many years. 

Mick's very considerable value to the Club was to come after his playing days were over. He became a committee man and, when the Club joined with the local Cricket Club to launch a limited company, Mick became one of the Directors. But his loyalty and dedication to the Club was demonstrated when he offered to become the Club's groundsman. He took this responsibility very seriously and worked on the pitches every week throughout the season.
During the week the pitches would be marked up. On match days corner flags and post protectors were put out and collected in again and in the summer months the grass was cut. All the jobs that the majority of members thought just happened by magic – Mick carried them out.
During this time and for many years until his illness, Mick became the Club's ambassador. Mick was well known throughout the County. He was a great ambassador for the Club, whether it be as a visitor to another club or when we played host on match days at Hook. During the games he was an outstanding and voluble supporter of the team’s efforts as well as a firm critic of the referee's perceived bad decisions! He always introduced himself to visiting teams and as a result was known to many of the supporters of Clubs throughout Surrey - as well as to the referees!  After the match Mick loved to socialise and share a beer with the opposition and the referee, discussing the finer points of the match and the referee’s performance! This could also lead to discussions on the North, Rugby League versus Rugby Union and the Government’s policy on Education. Depending on how much ale had been taken!
Mick was very popular throughout Kingston RFC and in many other Clubs in Surrey and he was the embodiment of what the Rugby family is all about. He will be sorely missed, leaving a void that will be hard to fill.

