Dear colleague 

This email is to introduce myself as the new Designated Child Protection Officer at Active Surrey and to update you on some developments in Safeguarding at Active Surrey. We are committed to ensuring the highest standards of Safeguarding are upheld across the County and with this in mind we are currently working towards achieving the Child Protection in Sport Unit's advanced level of the Standards for Safeguarding and Protecting Children in Sport. 

I felt that as part of this work I should update you on some of the work that has been ongoing as part of our efforts to achieve the standard. 

Safeguarding and Child Protection Toolkit 
We have developed a Safeguarding and Child Protection Toolkit to offer advice and guidance to deliverers of sport and physical activities across the County. The Toolkit contains information to help people: understand what can constitute abuse and how to recognise that it may be taking place; advise on delivering safe activities (e.g. participant ratios, example health and safety policy, example code of conduct and guidance on dealing with breaches of codes of conduct); safeguarding policies and procedures (e.g. guidance on transporting children and young people); and other sources of help and advice. Note it is a large document so its probably worth saving a copy for reference rather than printing out - it has hyperlinks at the start to help you to navigate around it. 

Code of conduct for coaches 
We have posted a sample code of conduct for coaches on our website, this was approved across the UK by Sports Coach UK recently and we would recommend if you have not got a code of conduct for your coaches that you have a look at adapting or adopting this one. 

Guidance on breaches of codes of conduct 
We have developed a guidance document to help you consider what sanctions and measures should be put in place to deal with potential breaches of codes of conduct (e.g. by coaches, players, spectators etc.) 

Updated Safeguarding in Sport webpages 
Active Surrey have updated all of our Safeguarding in Sport webpages with the most current content, recent additions include a number of downloadable guidance documents on a wide range of topics including how to safely use social networking services, email and text messages to promote sports activities. In addition to this we have developed a new guidance page for coaches including best practice tips and videos from the Child Protection in Sport Unit to raise awareness of issues of relevance to coaches. 

You will also find the latest guidance from the Independent Safeguarding Authority available to download from our website via this link - scroll down to Vetting and Barring. As soon as the sector specific guidance for sport is published by the Child Protection in Sport Unit we will publish this on the website as well. We have been told this is unlikely to be signed off by DCMS until after the election now though. 

We value your feedback on all aspects of our work and are keen to gain your thoughts on the content of our re-vamped safeguarding web-pages (we are aware that overall the website is a little dated and will be addressing this during spring/summer 2010). If you have any immediate comments please feel free to email me your thoughts on how we could better support you in terms of safeguarding, or alternatively you could complete our online survey which will only take a couple of minutes of your time 

Regards 
Lawrie 

Lawrie Baker
Community Sports Development Manager
Active Surrey
Surrey Sports Development Unit
Larch Avenue
Guildford
GU1 1JY
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www.activesurrey.com
