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29th January 2010

To every rugby player and supporter

As we approach the second half of the season, with the added interest of the Six Nations tournament, can I urge everyone to remember the ethos on which the reputation of this wonderful game is built.

We have had a number of disciplinary issues to address in the first half of the season which have, quite simply, been unacceptable. These incidents have gone beyond the normal scope of red card offences, and one instance has involved Police investigation.

What concerns me is the increase in abuse. Abuse comes in many forms, and we are seeing more of it, both on the field of play and on the touchlines. It is happening at all levels, from the very youngest under 7’s to the more sedate veterans, and across the whole spectrum of Surrey’s playing fields, in clubs, schools, colleges and wherever rugby is played.

We have to keep the lid on this, and stop it happening, otherwise those who experience and witness abuse will simply turn away from the game.

Red cards will always happen for contraventions of playing regulations, and there is a well-established process for dealing with these. Surrey Rugby has now set up a “Task Force” under the chairmanship of Ian McGraw, himself a former police officer and also a referee. His remit will be to investigate any incident which the Surrey Rugby Management Committee considers may warrant action being taken against either individuals or the organisation (club, school etc) of which they are a member, and then refer the matter to the relevant Disciplinary process.

The RFU is promoting the “Core Values” initiative, something which Surrey Rugby enthusiastically endorses. You will see more of this at the various Surrey events during the rest of this season. If we all embrace this philosophy, abuse will be consigned to history and the integrity of the game will continue to thrive.

Malcolm Caird
Chairman of Surrey Rugby
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